Intravenous haloperidol treatment of severely regressed, nonviolent psychiatric inpatients.
The use of intravenous haloperidol in five severely regressed, nonviolent, psychiatric inpatients with psychotic disorders is described. Unlike previous reports in the consultation psychiatry literature, this treatment was not instituted to control combative behavior in the medically ill. All patients had intravenous access in place for hydration. Four of five patients were discharged in complete remission of psychotic symptoms after brief hospitalizations. The indications for use, dosages, and general absence of side effects are described. Intravenous haloperidol is a viable option for treating severely ill psychiatric inpatients with psychotic disorders.